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dition to the Today plug-in, Pocket Plus 4.0 brings a whole new level of
functionality to Internet Explorer Mobile (or Pocket Internet Explorer)
with tab browsing and Google searching built into it. Ultimately, this
new version reaffirms why Pocket Plus is on my Top 50 Application
list (clintonfitch.com/top50/default.asp). It is a must have application
for any Windows Mobile owner.

Installation requires less memory

Pocket Plus installation requires approximately 2.91 MB of storage
space—substantially less than the 4.2 MB required by version 3.2. Ad-
ditionally, the new version only requires 1.38 MB of RAM to run,
versus the 2.2 MB required by version 3.2. In order to use Pocket Plus
4.0, your touch screen device must be running Windows Mobile Pocket
PC 2003 or a later version of the software. The application will work on
devices with QVGA and VGA displays. During the installation process,
you will be prompted on which components of Pocket Plus you wish
to install, and it will give you an indication of the space required for
each feature. Both Spb and I recommend that you install the program
into your device’s main memory because a storage card installation can
affect performance and loading after a reset.

Key new Pocket Plus features

New UI; improved tab and Today screen functionality

Once launched, the new look of Pocket Plus is easy to see. While it
is still a tabular layout like that of previous versions, the icons for the
tabs are larger and look more up-to-date. To be clear, by tabs I mean
the icon-based “buttons” which allow you to switch to different pages
on the Today screen. The new tab features include the ability to make
large or small tab icons, auto hiding of tab content, plug-ins for other
applications into the tabs, and vertical or horizontal alignment of the
tabs (Figs. 1 & 2). Additionally, Pocket Plus now automatically realigns
the tabs when you switch to landscape viewing mode, making it much
more user-friendly.

One of the new features of Pocket Plus is the ability to label icons
on each of the tabs. This is helpful for users who have many similar
icons representing various items. For example, if you have multiple
shortcuts to documents, they all have the same icon. Now you can label
those icons so you know which document is represented by each icon,
saving you time and screen taps (Fig. 3).

In previous versions of Pocket Plus, you could embed the Today
plug-ins from other Spb applications into Tabs on your device. With
version 4.0, virtually every Today plug-in from any third-party develop-
er can be embedded on a tab (Fig. 4). Additionally, you can use multiple
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well worth the purchase price. However Spb did not stop here They
also made major enhancements to how Internet Explorer Mobile func-
tions. Pocket Plus adds tab browsing to IE, a feature that has always
been on the desktop PC. Just like Internet Explorer 7, you can have
multiple tabs from multiple sites open at the same time, allowing easy
navigation between sites (Fig. 5). To open a new tab, tap the Pocket
Plus icon next to the IE address bar, and then tap New Tab.

GLIVVALIVAILD WAVIIvy & VvV 4 2us FERVICTRURVRS

Enhanced File Open/Save

Version 4 of Pocket Plus also features a new File Open/Save Dialog,
which allows you to open and save a file from any location on your
device instead of the default My Documents. This is helpful for those
who want to save documents or pictures on a storage card instead of in
My Documents. They won’t be synchronized with your PC via WMDC
or ActiveSync, but this will save you precious memory on the device
itself.

Smart Scrolling

The last key new feature of Pocket Plus 4 is Smart Scrolling. This
feature turns a simple finger or stylus drag across the screen into rapid
scrolling of information such as documents and contacts, or even in IE
Mobile. It is speed sensitive, so the faster you drag, the faster content
will fly by, which is great if you have a lot of contacts. The best way to
describe this function is that it is very similar to the scrolling function
of the Apple iPhone. It is smooth and quick, and definitely improves
the user experience.

Features from previous versions still there

All of the features that have been a part of Pocket Plus in previous ver-
sions are still here. Some of these features include the ability to change
hardware button functionality (assign different applications to them),
areal “close” button, and ZIP functionality built into File Explorer. Of
these three, only the buttons function was modified, which will now
allow for two functions to be assigned to a button. For example, on my
02 Xda Zinc, I have a Messages button. If I press it quickly, it opens
up Messages on my device so I can read my e-mail. Now I can assign
an additional function with a long press of the button—I assigned it
to open up Internet Explorer. Essentially, it allows every button to do
double duty, saving taps on the screen.
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